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 A Word From 
The Pastor 
Stephen Luzader 

God’s Valentine St. Valentine 

“Be My Valentine.” This is a phrase 

that conjures up a lot of different images 

associated with the celebration of 

Valentine’s Day: cards with hearts and 

little poems on them. Candy and flowers 

given to someone you love, and images 

of cupids flying around shooting their 

arrows of love into unsuspecting youth; 

young and old alike expressing their 

affection for their sweethearts.  

February 14
th

 for us means cards, candy, 

flowers, and cupids. Our Mothers and 

Fathers in the Faith would be surprised 

at what has become of Valentine’s Day.  

What we call Valentine’s Day began as 

the Feast of St. Valentine. According to 

legend St. Valentine was a priest near 

Rome in about the year 270 AD. At that 

time the Roman Emperor was 

imprisoning Christians for not 

worshipping the Roman gods.  

During this persecution Valentine was 

arrested. While in prison, Valentine 

witnessed to the guards. One of the 

guards was a good man who had 

adopted a blind girl. He asked Valentine 

if his God could help his daughter. 

Valentine prayed and the girl was given 

her sight. The guard and his whole 

family, 46 people, believed in Jesus and 

were baptized. Because these people 

had come to know Jesus, Valentine 

praised God right there in his prison 

cell. 

When the emperor heard about this he 

was furious that Valentine was still 

making converts even in prison, so he 

had Valentine beheaded.  

Valentine knew that he might get caught 

in his Christian activities. He knew that 

if he told the court the truth about the 

Roman gods that he would be thrown 

into prison. He knew that if he 

continued to witness to Christ in the 

prison, he would make his captors 

angry, but he continued, because he 

loved the Lord and his fellow humans. 

He was willing to risk his life to free the 

prisoners and spread the Good News of 

Jesus Christ to those who needed to hear 

it.  

The Bible says,  “ No one has greater 

love than this, to lay down one’s life for 

one’s friends.” (John 15:13) God 

showed us this love by coming in Christ 

to die for our sins. St. Valentine 

demonstrated this love when he died for 

his friends. In what ways do you show 

God’s love to the world? That is the 

kind of love that Valentine’s Day is 

really about.  

Pastor Stephen. 
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JCUMC Officers 
& Committee 
Chairs 
Chair: Eric Voress 

Recording Secretary: Daleen Braun 

Treasurer: Wendy Carter 

Trustees Chair: Ron Ludwig 

Finance Chair: Todd Lotz 

SPRC Chair: Kim Voress 

Outreach Chair: Amanda Shaffer 

Lay Leader: Brent Kerns 

Lay Member, Annual Conference: 

Wendy Carter/Kim Voress 

Congregational Care Coordinator: 

Emily Allison 

FLC Treasurer: Jack Toomey 

Childrens’ Ministry Director: Morgan 

Shaffer 

Student Ministry Director: Jessica 

Zorn 

Worship Chair: Pastor Stephen 

Luzader 

 Childrens 
Ministry 

Morgan Shaffer 

 

Working on getting VBS up and going. 

Hopefully I will have full details next 

month! 

 

Youth 
Ministry 
Jessica Zorn 

 

No report given.  

 

 
Ushers/ 
Counters/Pew 
Angels 
For February: 

Ushers: Ron & Sheryle Ludwig 

Money Counters:  Amanda Shaffer and 

Wendy Carter 

Pew Angel: Erin Pence 
 

For March: 

Ushers: The Voress Family 

Money Counters: Brent & Rose Ann 

Kerns 
Pew Angel: Barry Elliott 

 
Lay Readers 
Lay Readers for the month of February 

are: 

February 7
th

 – Karen Sprague 

February 14
th

 – Wendy Carter 

February 21
st
 – Bev Suttles 

February 28
th

 – Jack Toomey  

 

The 6 month lay reader schedule is 

available from Amanda. Please 

remember that if you cannot read on 

your assigned Sunday, it is up to you to 

find a replacement. Thanks!  

 

Card Ministry 
Emily Allison 

Emily sent out 15 praying for 

you/thinking of you cards, and 4 

encouragement cards, for a total of 19 

cards from December 10
th

 – January 

17
th

.  

 

 

Prayer Chain 
Do you have a prayer request through 

the week that you would like added to 

the prayer chain? If so, you can do so by 

calling Rose Ann Kerns at 937-596-

5214. If you are not on the prayer chain, 

but would like to be, please let Rose 

Ann know and she will get you added to 

a chain.  

 

UMW News 
Sharon Zimpfer 

No report given as there was no meeting 

in January. 

Giving 
As we continue to navigate through 

COVID, please don’t forget your 

faithful giving to the church. We have 

several ways you can give- you can 

drop it in the offering plate, you can 

mail it in to the church or drop it off in 

the office, OR you can sign up for 

online giving! There is a link on our 

website, or you can call Amanda for 

help. There is also a video tutorial on 

our Facebook page.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain 

ministry:    $2365.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date)       

    $2088.00 
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Church Council 
Eric Voress 

 

The JCUMC Administrative Council 

met on January 14, 2021. Chairman Eric 

Voress called the meeting to order. One 

guest and 8 members were present.  

Pastor Stephen opened the meeting with 

a devotion from James 4:7 and a prayer. 

Finance Report 

Wendy handed out the church financial 

reports, and she reported that we have 

not received a bill for the furnace repair.  

Jack gave the Family Life Center report. 

There have not been many recent 

rentals. The balance for the FLC as of 

December 31, 2020 was $12,224.40. 

Todd moved to approve the financial 

reports, and Emily seconded the motion. 

All aye.  

Wendy moved to transfer the General 

Fund and Building Fund to accounts to 

Peoples Federal Savings and Loan since 

the US Bank branch in the village has 

closed. Jack seconded the motion. 

Motion passed. Todd Lotz abstained 

from voting.  

Finance Committee 

Todd proposed performing an annual 

audit as a safeguard for the treasurer and 

as a best practice. The audit would be 

done in February or March, and it will 

be performed by the chairman and two 

members of the Church Finance 

Committee. Jack moved to commence 

the annual auditing procedure. Ron 

seconded the motion. All aye. . 

Worship Committee/Nominations 

Pastor Stephen gave the Worship report. 

On Sunday, December 15, 2020, we 

returned to in person worship. Online 

worship has been steady with a slight 

increase. Thirty four people attended the 

in person Christmas Eve service. The 

Christmas pew ribbons are very nice, 

but now that Christmas is over 

something different could be used to 

prevent access to the pews.  

 

Trustees Report 

Ron asked about inspecting the 

parsonage and the church. Those 

inspections usually occur sometime in 

July. Pastor Stephen reported the front 

bathroom in the parsonage is out of 

service.   

 

Lay Leader Report 

 

Brent reported that the prayer group will 

resume meeting on Wednesday 

evenings at 6pm at the Family Life 

Center.  

Pastor Report 

  

Pastor Stephen reported that Lowell 

(JR) Miller passed away on January 13, 

2021, and he will be performing the 

funeral service. He also asked that 

committees schedule regular meetings, 

and due to COVID-19, Annual 

Conference will be online in 2021.  

 

Old Business 

 

Regarding the AEDs, Ron suggested 

that it would be best to purchase an 

AED with pads that will connect to the 

AEDs used by the Anna Rescue. In 

February or March, companies that sell 

AEDs will offer the equipment at 

discounted prices. 

 

To date, we have not received the grant 

money from the conference. We should 

receive about $500 per month. 

 

The company that provides the online 

giving service has a step-by-step video 

on how to sign up for online giving, but 

they have no written procedure. Pastor 

Stephen believes he can make a written 

process by going through the actual 

online sign-up procedure. Once we have 

that, we can send a letter to the 

congregation and, we can explain how 

to sign-up and give online.  

 

The church is waiting for an opportunity 

with the village to obtain free or very 

inexpensive gravel for the new parking 

lot. It was suggested to stretch caution 

tape around the large chunks of 

concrete, so no one would try to walk 

on them and get hurt. 

Continued on page 4 
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This Month’s 
Events 

February 2
nd

, 12:30-6:30p 

American Legion 

JCUMC Annual Blood Drive 

 

February 3
rd

, 10
th

, 17
th

, 

24
th

, 6pm 

Family Life Center 

Weekly Prayer Meeting 

 

February 11
th

, 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

Church Council  

 

February 16
th

, 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

Worship Committee 

 

February 17
th

, 6-8:30a, 

11a-1p, 4-6p 

Sanctuary, JCUMC 

Ash Wednesday Imposition 

of Ashes 

 

February 21
st
- March 28

th
  

9:30a 

Sanctuary,  JCUMC 

In Person Small Groups “The 

Story of God”  

 

February 21
st
-April 4th 

Sanctuary, JCUMC 

Sermon Series “The Story of 

God” 

 

 

February 22
nd

- March 29
th

  

Zoom 

Online Small Group “The 

Story of God”  
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New Business 
The office computer is slow and it locks 

up. A new computer and monitor can be 

purchased for $860. It was suggested to 

make use of the unused laptop that is at 

the back of the sanctuary.  

 

With no other business, the meeting was 

adjourned with a prayer. The next 

council meeting is February 10, 2021 at 

7pm. 
 
Worship 
Committee 
Rev. Stephen Luzader 

 

The worship committee met on Tuesday 

January 19
th

, 2021 @ 7pm. 

Pastor Stephen opened the meeting with 

a prayer before going through the 

agenda.  

It was reported that the church had 

purchased two new background graphic 

bundles for the screens during worship. 

One is a “stained glass” background, 

and the other is a “river scape” 

background. The total cost to the church 

was $38.50. Some concerns were raised 

about the font size that a “darker” 

background made it hard to read the 

words. The AV crew will look into 

options to make the font larger and to 

look into the background. However, it 

was brought up that the new 

backgrounds have received 

compliments by those watching on line 

and they were purchased to “ liven up” 

the worship experience so the 

backgrounds and those like them are 

here to stay.  

It was noted that accompanist Sharon 

Zimpfer did not appear on the worship 

committee that is posted even though 

she is a member of the committee and a 

request was made to add her to the list, 

which has taken place.  

A request was made that the AV Crew 

add a more spiritual reflective slide for 

Holy Communion to replace the one 

that simply reads “Communion”. The 

AV crew will look for a suitable 

replacement. 

A discussion was started about 

Poinsettias at Christmas time, and the 

lack of interest from the congregation in 

buying the plants to decorate the church 

in honor/memory of loved ones. It was 

suggested that either the church could 

buy extra plants to help decorate the 

sanctuary, or a more aggressive 

campaign to get people to actually buy a 

plant, or to stop the tradition, as there 

were only 8 plants purchased in 2020 

and three of those were by one family. 

The discussion was tabled until a later 

date. 

It was decided by the committee that the 

services for Lent would be: the 

imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday 

(Feb. 17th) from the hours of 6-8:30am, 

11:30-1pm, 4-6pm; A Maundy 

Thursday service on April 1
st
 @ 7pm, 

and the interactive Stations of the Cross 

on April 2
nd

 from 11am-7pm. Easter 

will have a sunrise service at 7am, and 

worship at the regular time of 10:30am 

on April 4
th

. 

With no other business before the 

committee the meeting was adjourned.  

The 2021 Worship committee meeting 

schedule is: 

January 19
th

 

February 16
th

 

March 16
th

 

April 20
th

 

May 18
th

 

June 22
nd

 

July 20
th

 

August 17
th

 

September 21
st
 

October 19
th
 

November 16
th

 

December 21
st
 

 

All meetings will be at 7pm.  

 

SPRC News  
Kim Voress 

No SPRC report.  

Outreach 
News 
Amanda Shaffer  

 

The outreach team met on January 17
th

 

after church for a short meeting. It was 

decided that we would try to do the 

sunrise service that we wanted to do last 

year and couldn’t due to COVID. It was 

also decided that we would do stations 

of the cross in person, adhering to social 

distancing and disinfecting stations in 

between people.  

 

The committee is also hoping to be able 

to do a blessing of the bikes this spring. 

Planning will begin on that by March.  

 

The committee also discussed trying to 

do a couple of retreats this year, either 

in person or maybe via Zoom.  

 

We are looking for ideas for outreach. If 

you have any please see any member of 

the committee and let them know.  

 

March 21
st
 

May 16
th

 

July 18
th

 

September 19
th

 

November 21
st 

 
Trustees 
Ron Ludwig 

 

No report.  
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Appalachia 
Service 
Mission Trip 
What is ASP?  ASP is a Christian 

based outreach ministry that combines 

meeting physical needs (home repair) 

with spiritual needs (relationship 

building) for home owners in parts of 

Tennessee, Kentucky, West Virginia, 

North Carolina, and Virginia. 

Who Can Go?  Any student currently 

in 8
th

 – 12
th

 grade may serve on an ASP 

trip. Any adult, who has passed a 

background check, may serve as a crew 

leader on an ASP trip. This year we are 

looking to take two crews which would 

be 10 students and 4 adult crew leaders. 

I crew = 5 students and 2 adults.  

When is the trip? We will be leaving 

from Jackson Center On Sunday, June 

13
th

 and will be returning on Saturday, 

June 19
th

, 2021. ALL participants are 

required to leave with us on the 13
th

 and 

return with us on the 19
th

.  

Where are we going? As of this 

moment we do not know our exact 

location. Our first choice this year is 

Kentucky, and our 2
nd

 choice is West 

Virginia, so, one of those two states.  

How much is an ASP trip? This is the 

big question. Right now it will cost each 

student between $700-750, spread out 

over multiple payments. Do NOT let 

that number panic you, we are hoping  

that number will come down based on 

donations, and various fundraising 

projects. If you are interested n going 

but feel money may be an issue, please 

talk with us before saying “no”. 

What’s next?  If you are interested in 

reserving a spot on this year’s trip you 

will need to fill out a Volunteer 

Statement and Registration Form along 

with your $150.00 non-refundable 

(unless the trip is cancelled) payment. 

The deadline to register is January 18
th 

, 

2021, OR when all slots are filled. 

Anyone registering after all 10 spots are 

continued on page 5 

 filled will be put on a waiting list. IF 

we have enough on the waiting list to 

form a third crew, we will. 

If you would like more information, 

have questions, or would like a 

registration form, please contact the 

church office at (937) 596-6919.  

. 

2021 
Committees 
 

Trustees:  
Ron Ludwig 

John Klinger 

Warren Sprague Jr 

Tim Rostorfer 

Deb Elliott 

Tyler Pence 

Vic Hurley 

 

Finance: 

Todd Lotz 

Bev Wren 

Brent Kerns 

Deb Elliott 

Wendy Carter 

Deb Mann  

Evan Zorn 

 

 

SPRC: 

Kim Voress 

Ricki Maxwell 

Ashleigh Gross 

Stephen Luzader 

Jack Toomey  

Wendy Carter 

Brent Kerns 

Erin Pence 

 

Mission/Outreach: 

Amanda Shaffer 

Ashleigh Gross 

Jess Zorn 

John Klinger 

Kira Klinger 

Deb Elliott 

Ricki Maxwell 

Karinne Lotz 

Dailyn Shaffer 

 

Worship:  
Stephen Luzader 

Clara Mae Leininger 

Cora May Heintz 

Amanda Shaffer 

Emily Allison 

Terri Hejduk 

Bev Wren 

Kathy Smith 

Dee Schramm 

Ricki Maxwell 

Sharon Zimpfer 

 

The 2021 Church budget was confirmed 

at the charge conference on November 

18
th 

and is available outside the office or 

at the back of the sanctuary if you are 

interested in one.  

 

2021 Lay 
Reader 
Schedule 
Jan 3

rd
: Bev Suttles 

Jan. 10
th

: Jack Toomey 

Jan. 17
th

: Amanda Shaffer 

Jan 24
th

: Barry Elliott 

Jan. 31
st
: Bev Wren 

Feb 7
th

: Karen Sprague 

Feb. 14
th

: Wendy Carter 

Feb 21
st
: Bev Suttles 

Feb 22
nd

: Jack Toomey 

Feb 28
th

: Amanda Shaffer  

March 7
th

: Barry Elliott 

March 14
th

: Bev Wren 

March 21
st
: Karen Sprague 

March 28
th

: Wendy Carter 

April 4
th

: Bev Suttles 

April 11
th

: Jack Toomey 

April 18
th

: Amanda Shaffer 

April 25
th

: Barry Elliott 

May 2
nd

: Bev Wren 

May 9
th

: Karen Sprague 

May 16
th

:Wendy Carter 

May 23
rd

: Bev Suttles 

May 30
th

: Jack Toomey 

June 6
th

: Community Service 

June 13
th

: Amanda Shaffer  

June 20
th

: Barry Elliott 

June 27
th

: Bev Wren 

 

If you would like to be a lay reader, 

please let the office know. We are 

always in need of fill-in readers, and 

you can be added into the rotation for 

the second half of the year.  
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February 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 
  1  2  3  4  5  6 

             

7  8 
Tom & 
Karen 

Woodruff 

 9 
 

 10  11  12 
Larry 

Clevenger 

 13 

             

14 
Linda 

Wahrer 
Zach 

Elliott 

 15  16  17 
Warren & 

Karen 
Sprague 

 18 
Catherine 

Brown  
Mike 

Myers 

 19  20 

             

21 
 

 22 
Ray Zwiebel 

Karen 
Woodruff 

 23 
Bev & 
Jerry 

Ryder 

 24  25 
Erin Pence 

 26  27 
 

             

28             
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