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 A Word From 
The Pastor 
Stephen Luzader 

Greetings, Beloved of Christ, 

In our very first newsletter I 

introduced our congregation to our 

“Smart Goals” that our Staff Parish 

Relations Committee and I worked 

on that represent the goals of our 

church for the year 2020. 

I introduced all three of the goals 

that we set and then went into detail 

about the first goal of increasing the 

growth of the church – specifically 

in youth and young adult/families 

attending our church on a regular 

basis. This month, with our second 

newsletter I thought I would focus 

on the second Smart Goal that was 

set: focusing on ways to bring back 

existing members currently not 

attending and getting current 

members excited and involved with 

the mission of the church.  

On average, in any given church, of 

any given denomination, anywhere 

in our country, the old saying that 

20% of the people are doing 100% 

of the work is very true. However, 

research has proven that in 

churches that are growing that 

number is at 44%of the people who 

are actively involved in the mission 

of the church. It is in order to raise 

our serving number closer to the 

44% mark that this goal was 

written. So, let’s take a closer look 

at the details of how we want to 

meet this goal.  

Two teams are going to be 

developed to help us be an even 

more friendly church for those 

attending and those yet to attend. 

The first team is a Hospitality 

Team. The role of the Hospitality 

Team is just as it sounds, to make 

people feel more welcome. On 

Sunday mornings, that hospitality 

team should extend from the 

moment someone enters our doors 

until they leave. Some who decide 

to serve on this team will be 

greeters on  Sunday mornings, so 

that people feel welcomed, and to 

help visitors find where to go.  

Some on the team will help me in 

my Pastor’s role of visiting the 

sick/homebound of our 

congregation. While my being a 

single Pastor has helped our church 

financially, my being a single, male 

Pastor puts me in a precarious 

position  when trying to visit any 

women of our congregation in their 

homes. Plus it opens up our 

members to be in ministry to each 

other, and not have the only person 

in the church in ministry be the 

Pastor.  

For our Sunday morning 

experience, the current location of 

our coffee bar will be moving to a 

more accessible spot in the church. 

The coffee bar will also be seeing 

an upgrade to a Keurig machine to 

allow for not only coffee, but to 

easily make hot chocolate or tea for 

those who want something besides 

coffee. We will be adding juice to 

continued on page 2 
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the station as well for our younger 

ones, as well as having some food 

items. Our Hospitality team will 

oversee the stocking of the new 

refreshment station.  

While we are on the subject of 

food, I have heard from a couple of 

families who have multiple children 

that sometimes attending church is 

not worth the effort of trying to get 

children dressed and fed, as well as 

the parents. Our new Hospitality 

team will also be organizing a once 

a month breakfast, so that at least 

we can help families with that part 

of their morning routine. This team 

will not only need team members, 

but also a Hospitality Director to 

help coordinate the efforts. 

The other team we hope to create is 

a Worship Team. Some may not 

realize how many “moving parts” 

there are to the worship service. 

Everything from who is running 

sound this Sunday, to who are our 

Ushers, or the Accompanist, or the 

Money Counters after the service? 

Who is serving Communion, who is 

collecting the prayer request cards 

and doing a head count for 

attendance? Who is decorating the 

altar or changing the banners? And 

who is the liturgist for this Sunday. 

We do have several people who are 

helping to recruit all those 

positions, but we don’t have one 

person to coordinate their efforts, 

so we are looking for a Worship 

Director who can coordinate all 

those who would like to be on the 

Worship Team. What does it look 

like to be on the Worship Team?  

Well, if any of those above 

mentioned activities sound like 

something you would like to try, 

then you can be on the Worship 

Team.  

As I said last month, these are 

goals. They are things we would 

like to see in place by the end of 

this year, but they won’t happen 

without you. I’d like to ask you to 

take a moment and read through 

this goal again and envision how 

exciting it will be for a family with 

younger ones to walk into a church 

that is not only greeting them with 

love, but is also surrounding them 

with love by having a Hospitality 

Team make sure that their needs are 

met and then have them enter a 

worship experience that is 

organized and as smooth and 

meaningful as we can make it. As 

you get excited about the 

possibilities, as I am and the SPRC 

is as well, then take a moment to 

pray and see if God may not be 

calling you into one of these 

ministries. I fully believe He is 

calling. May we have the courage 

to answer. 

Grace and Peace,  

Rev. Stephen Luzader 

JCUMC Officers 
& Committee 
Chairs 
Chair: Ed Maxwell 

Recording Secretary: Ann Bell 

Treasurer: Wendy Carter 

Trustees Chair: Ron Ludwig 

Finance Chair: Todd Lotz 

SPRC Chair: Kim Voress 

Outreach Chair: Amanda Shaffer 

Lay Leader: Brent Kerns 

Lay Member, Annual Conference: 

Wendy Carter/Kim Voress 

Congregational Care Coordinator: 

Emily Allison 

FLC Treasurer: Jack Toomey 

Childrens’ Ministry Director: Morgan 

Shaffer 

Student Ministry Director:  

Worship Chair: Pastor Stephen 

Luzader 

A Laugh 
 

Three guys died at the 

same time and ended up 

in front of St. Peter at 

the Pearly Gates. St. Peter said to the 

first guy, “Why should I let you in?” 

 

The guy answered, “I was a doctor and 

helped many people get well.”  

St. Peter said, “Okay, my good man, 

you may come in.” 

 

St. Peter said to the next guy, “Why 

should I let you in?” The guy answered, 

“I was a lawyer and defended many 

innocent people.” St. Peter, looking at 

his book, said, “All things look good. 

You may come in.?  

 

St. Peter then said to the last guy, “And 

why should I let you in?” The guy 

answered, “Well, I was a managed 

health care professional and I helped to 

keep health care costs down.” St. Peter 

thought about this a moment and said, 

“Okay you may come in, but you can 

only stay 3 days!” 

 
Childrens 
Ministry 
Morgan Shaffer 

Bible Buddies is ongoing and growing. 

My goal is to have at least 10 kids 

attending regularly by the end of the 

school year. I am working on some 

other goals and ideas to grow our 

children’s ministry, and will share those 

ideas soon.  

Church 
Improvements 
The TV’s are up in the sanctuary!! A 

HUGE thanks to the Christler family for 

their hard work getting the TV’s 

mounted and network lines run into the 

sanctuary. The next updates will 

continued on page 3 
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hopefully be some new equipment for 

the sound system. Many of you noticed 

the beautiful table in the hallway, this 

will begin to serve as our coffee and 

juice bar in the coming weeks. As usual, 

if you have an improvement you would 

like to see, please let the office know.  

Ushers/ 
Counters/Pew 
Angels 
The Ushers for March are Eric, Kim, 

Olivia and Brooke Voress. The money 

counters are Brent and Rose Ann Kerns. 

The Pew Angel is Erin Pence. 

 
Lay Readers 
Lay Readers for the month of March 

are: 

March 1 – Bev Wren 

March 8 – Karen Sprague 

March 15 – Bev Suttles 

March 22 – Jack Toomey 

March 29 – Amanda Shaffer 

 

Card Ministry 
Emily Allison has been hard at work 

sending cards in the name of the church. 

She usually sends 20-30 cards per 

month – for encouragement, get well, 

congratulations, sympathy, and 

holidays. If you would like to help 

Emily with this amazing ministry- 

consider donating cards or stamps to 

her. You can give them to her at church 

or drop them off in the church office 

anytime.  

Prayer Chain 
Do you have a prayer request through 

the week that you would like added to 

the prayer chain? If so, you can do so by 

calling Rose Ann Kerns at 937-596-

5214. If you are not on the prayer chain, 

but would like to be, please let Rose 

Ann know and she will get you added to 

a chain.  

UMW News 
Sharon Zimpfer 

The United Methodist Women met on 

Tuesday, February 4 at 7pm in the 

fellowship hall. . 

There weren’t many decisions made 

other than that the Jackson Center Show 

Choirs, “Sparks” and “Unleashed” will 

be providing the entertainment at the 

UMW’s annual “Love Thy Neighbor 

Night” which will take place on 

Tuesday, April 7
th

 @ 7pm.  

The UMW meets again on March 3 @ 

7pm in the fellowship hall. If you are 

interested in joining the UMW or would 

like to know more, please contact any of 

the ladies listed above.  

 

  

 
Save the Date!  

VBS will be 

June 15-19, 2020. More information 

coming soon!  

 

Church Council 
Amanda Shaffer 

The JCUMC Church Council met on 

Thursday, February 13
th

. There were 11 

council members present. Council 

continued on page 4 

. 

. 

. 

. 

This Month’s 
Events 

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

10:30am, Sanctuary 

“The Grace of Les Miserables” 

Sermon Series 

 

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

6:30-8pm Family Life Center 

“The Grace of Les Miserables” 

Youth Book Study 

This book study is open to all 

youth grades 7-12.  

March 3 

7pm, JCUMC Fellowship Hall 

UMW Meeting 

All women in the church are invited 

to attend. 

 

March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

7pm, JCUMC 

“The Grace of Les Miserables” 

Adult Book Study 

This book study is open to all 

adults in Jackson Center and the 

surrounding area. 

March 4, 11, 18, 25 

6pm, Family Life Center 

Ecumenical Prayer Group 

This is a community prayer group 

– open to anyone in Jackson 

Center and the surrounding area 

 

March 4, 11, 18, 25 

7pm, JCUMC  

Choir Practice 

All are welcome to join the choir.  

 

March 12 

7pm, JCUMC Fellowship Hall 

Church Council Meeting 

 

March 17th 

7pm, Lounge 

Worship Committee Meeting 

 

 

 
 

 

Continued on Page 4 
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welcomed Todd Lotz in his new role as 

finance chair, and Ron Ludwig as the 

new chair of the Trustees. Wendy and 

Kim announced that they will be 

working on getting the new refreshment 

bar up and going, ideas were discussed 

Continued on page 4 

 on how to move that forward. Emily 

Alllison is continuing to send out cards 

from the church to members.  

Pastor Stephen gave a report on church 

improvements, discussions were held on 

continuing those updates with some new 

equipment for the sound system. Pastor 

also reported that Grace Lutheran 

church seems to be interested in our 

organ. We are awaiting a decision from 

them, then hopefully we will move 

forward with the purchase of a new 

clavinova for the altar.  

Huffer Chiropractic has donated 12 new 

chairs to the Family Life Center to 

accompany the ones that Jack 

purchased. A big thanks to them for 

their continued support of our Family 

Life Center.  

Amanda Shaffer and Pastor Stephen are 

looking into the possibility of adding 

online giving to our church. This will 

allow people to still give when they 

cannot attend church, and open a new 

way of giving for members who might 

prefer it. 

Kim Voress is doing some checking on 

an AED device for the church to have 

on hand.  

Discussion was had about moving the 

April Council meeting due to Maundy 

Thursday. It was decided to move it to 

April 16
th

.  

Barry Elliott is handling snow removal 

on the sidewalks on Sunday morning at 

the church, with Scott Lotz handling the 

parking lot. We are in need of someone 

to do snow removal at the Family Life 

Center.  

With no other business, Brent Kerns 

closed the meeting with a prayer. 

The next council meeting will take 

place on Thursday, March 12
th

 @ 7pm.  

 

Worship 
Committee 
 

Rev. Stephen Luzader 

The worship committee met on Tuesday 

February 18
th

 in the lounge, to continue 

working on plans for worship in the 

church.  

There were many items discussed 

during the meeting. One was the 

continued conversation on the 

replacement of the organ with a new 

clavinova.  

There was also discussion on the 

clipboards that get passed around the 

church, there are some that would like 

to see that replaced with a new way to 

get people signed up for events. 

Amanda and Stephen are looking into 

several different options.  

The worship committee would like to 

see a new directory for the church, it 

was suggested that we look into an 

online directory that can be updated 

often and for free. The office is looking 

into that option among others. 

Summer is going to be here before we 

know it, and with it comes Summer 

Music! If you or someone you know has 

a talent they would like to share with 

the congregation, please let us know so 

we can get them scheduled! You can do 

this by contacting the office or by 

talking to Ricki Maxwell. 

If there is anyone who is interested in 

being an accompanist for the church, 

please let us know. We are in need of at 

least one more accompanist. The current 

accompanists are willing to work with 

anyone willing to get them familiar with 

the pace of service. 

 

SPRC News  
Kim Voress 

The Shanks have moved and therefore 

have given up their positions at the 

Family Life Center. Michele Schaub has 

been hired to fill that position with the 

help of her daughter Kaneta. Iva 

Lenhart has offered to be a backup if 

needed.  

Brent Kerns will be the SPRC liaison 

for the Family Life Center. He and Kim 

will be the contacts for any issues 

regarding the FLC, and they will in turn 

inform the appropriate people. 

We are planning a Spring Cleaning day 

at the FLC, date TBD. Watch for more 

information, and please, if you can, plan 

continued on page 5. 

Continued from Page 3 

March 18 

6-7pm, JCUMC Fellowship Hall 

Bible Buddies 

Open to all kids PreK – 4
th
 grade 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have something you want included in 

the next newsletter? Call the office for 

details! 



  The Guided Light 
 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .        5 

to attend.                                                                         

When the SPRC met on February 3
rd

, 

we started to evaluate our progress on 

our Smart Goals for our church for 

2020: 

Continued on page 5 

We are focused on growing our Youth 

ministries. Pastor Stephen has been in 

contact with the Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes (FCA. Morgan Shaffer has 

taken the Children’s ministry position   

and we are working with her to 

revitalize this ministry. We are hoping 

to get the youth excited and provide 

some interactive learning. More info on 

that will be forthcoming. We want to 

Let Our Light Shine! 

We are also focused on our members’ 

needs and spiritual growth through 

discipleship and servanthood. For 

example through committee 

involvement, service in church, and 

outreach. The installation of the closed 

circuit TV’s are underway. We are 

working on plans to incorporate a 

coffee/breakfast nook in the hallway. 

We hope that all will feel welcome to 

enjoy a cup of coffee, tea or hot 

chocolate and maybe a breakfast snack 

while in fellowship prior to the start of 

worship.  

Outreach 
News 
Amanda Shaffer 

 

We had the JCUMC annual blood drive 

on February 11
th

, and it was super 

successful with a total of 44 donors, 

both whole blood and apheresis. We 

reached 120% of our goal! I would like 

to again thank those who donated food 

and drinks, or came out and donated 

blood – our blood drive would not exist 

without you! Thank you! 

 

The outreach team will be organizing 

the Easter sunrise service this year. We 

are looking for a group of individuals 

who would be interested in serving 

breakfast after the service. If you are 

interested, please see any outreach team 

member or call the church office. 

 

If there is an outreach idea you have for 

our church – a need you see in our 

community, something you would like 

us to do, please don’t hesitate to tell one 

of us. We can’t do true outreach in our 

church and community without the 

support and help of our whole 

congregation. Let’s Let Our Light 

Shine! 

 

 

 

Wish I Had 
Said That 
“Sometimes your only available 

transportation is a leap of faith.” 

 

“To plant a garden is to believe in 

tomorrow.” 

     

“It isn’t about a smile; it’s about what is 

inside of your smile.” 

 

“Judging others leaves no time to love 

them.” 

 

“Isn’t it great that prayer has roll-over 

minutes?” 

 

“Sharing your blessings helps you make 

room for more.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thank you to Rose Ann Kerns 

for helping with the fillers! 

A Prayer in Spring 

 

O, give us pleasure in the flowers today; 

And give us not to think so far away 

As the uncertain harvest; keep us here 

All simply long in the springing of the year. 

 

Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white,  

Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by 

night; 

And make us happy in the happy bees, 

That swarm dilating round the perfect trees. 

 

And make us happy in the darting bird 

That suddenly above the bees is heard;  

The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill, 

And off a blossom in mid-air stands still. 

 

For this is love, and nothing else is love, 

The which it is reserved for God above 

To sanctify to what ends He will, 

But which it only needs that we fulfill. 

 

~Robert Frost~ 
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March 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

1 

 

Brian & 

Jamie Lotz 

 2  3 

 

Craig 

Ludwig 

 4  5  6  7 

8 

 

Landon 

Reese 

 9  10  11 

 

Bev Ryder 

Helen 

Taylor 

 12  13 

 

Kyle Mann 

 14 

 

Derick 

Bunke 

15  16 

 

Guy Lotz 

 17 

 

St. Patricks 

Day 

 18  19  20  21 

 

Ryan 

Ludwig 

22 

 

Scott Mann 

Kailey 

Wahrer 

 23 

 

Ted Rostorfer 

 24 

 

Tyler Mann 

Karla Haas 

 25  26  27 

 

Tyler Burch 

 28 

 

Lawrence & 

Dana Price 

29  30  31         
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