
        . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 
It is the mission of Jackson 
Center United Methodist 
Church to: Embrace the 

needs of all people to bring 
the love of Jesus, Our Lord 

and Savior 

March 2021 
Volume 2 Issue 3 

 

Inside this Issue 

1 
A Word From Pastor Stephen 

2 
Officers and Chairs  

 Children’s/Youth Ministry  

Ushers/Counters/Angel 

Lay Readers 

Card Ministry 

Prayer Chain 

 
3 

UMW  

Giving 

Calendar of Events 

Church Council  

 

4 
Church Council cont 

Worship Committee 

SPRC 

Outreach Committee 

Trustees 

 

5 
ASP 

Blood Drive Update 

Fish Pond Food Pantry 

6 
Birthdays/Anniversaries 

7 
St. Patrick’s Word Search 

 
 

 
 

JC United Methodist Church 

202 E Pike Street 

PO Box 577 

Jackson Center OH 45334 

 

 A Word From 
The Pastor 
Stephen Luzader 

You’ve probably seen Santa Claus; but 

have you ever seen the Easter Bunny? 

As a small child, I enjoyed visiting 

Santa at a local department store at 

Chrsitmastime. My parents would take 

me to the mall to the jolly bearded man 

in the red suit. I felt comfortable 

climbing into his lap, telling him my 

wish list and receiving a gift along with 

his encouraging words. He was friendly, 

predictable, and safe.  

Imagine my excitement when one 

spring I learned that the Easter Bunny 

would be at the same department store. 

Neither my family nor I had ever seen 

the Easter Bunny. I had seen white 

rabbits. Those cute, cuddly bunnies 

seemed so warm and innocent. I looked 

forward for some time to seeing the real 

Easter Bunny.  

Finally, the big day came. My father 

took me to the store that afternoon. 

When we reached the Bunny’s floor, I 

was shocked. Before me was a human-

sized hare with big eyes and large, 

floppy ears. The creature walked on two 

legs like a human. He talked. 

The more clearly I saw him as I 

approached him, the more slowly I 

walked. I would not get close to the 

furry beast. He wanted to give me a gift, 

but I was not cooperating. “Just throw it 

to me,” I suggested. He tossed the 

present across the room, Frisbee style. 

Much as I was confused about the 

Easter Bunny, many folks are confused 

about the meaning of Easter itself. For 

some, it means new clothes and a 

chance to show them off. Others focus 

on eggs, candy and special meals. 

Spring Break is a highlight of the 

season. The beach beckons and relaxing 

on the sand or reveling at parties defines 

the holiday. 

Easter is also billed as a time of 

renewal. It may be relatively easy to 

renew things outwardly – new clothes, a 

hairstyle, a fancy party. Renewal on the 

inside can be more difficult. Problems 

from the past can haunt one’s memory. 

Broken relationships undermine self-

esteem. Guilt over missed opportunities, 

pain from rejection, loneliness and 

anger from past hurts can sometimes 

create a swirling inner vortex, a 

psychological suction from which 

escape is difficult.  

Where does one find inner renewal? 

Some look to friends or family. 

Counselors and self-help books provide 

coping skills. But maybe a look at the 

first Easter could also offer some clues.  

Nearly two millennia ago, a young 

Jewish leader fell into disfavor with 

established authorities. He was 

executed, declared dead, wrapped up 

like a mummy and placed in a tomb. A 

large stone was rolled against the 

tomb’s entrance and an elite unit of 

Roman soldiers guarded the tomb 

against grave robbers.  

Two days later, the stone was rolled 

away and the tomb was empty, but the 

grave clothes were still in place. The 

continued on page 2 
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man’s closest followers, most of whom 

had abandoned him during his trials, 

reported seeing him alive again. Many 

later die horrible deaths for telling 

people that their leader had risen from 

the dead.  

They had been transformed from the 

inside and it affected every facet of their 

lives, giving them inner strength, 

freedom from guilt, love for their 

enemies, and boldness to stand for what 

they believed was right. “If anyone is in 

Christ,” wrote one early believer, “he is 

a new creation; the old has gone, the 

new has come!” 

Sometimes life’s challenges can seem as 

scary as that huge hare seemed to me 

when I was a child. We don’t want to 

get near them. Yet that first Easter still 

offers hope. Maybe if Jesus really did 

come back from the dead, then people 

today can find inner renewal by 

knowing him personally. 

As we enjoy eggs and rabbits this 

spring, might that be a message worth 

telling?? 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Stephen 

 

JCUMC Officers 
& Committee 
Chairs 
Chair: Eric Voress 

Recording Secretary: Daleen Braun 

Treasurer: Wendy Carter 

Trustees Chair: Ron Ludwig 

Finance Chair: Todd Lotz 

SPRC Chair: Kim Voress 

Outreach Chair: Amanda Shaffer 

Lay Leader: Brent Kerns 

Lay Member, Annual Conference: 

Wendy Carter/Kim Voress 

Congregational Care Coordinator: 

Emily Allison 

FLC Treasurer: Jack Toomey 

Childrens’ Ministry Director: Morgan 

Shaffer 

Student Ministry Director: Jessica 

Zorn 

Worship Chair: Pastor Stephen 

Luzader 

 Childrens 
Ministry 

Morgan Shaffer 

 

No report given.  

Youth 
Ministry 
Jessica Zorn 

 

No report given.  

 
Ushers/ 
Counters/Pew 
Angels 
For March: 

Ushers: The Voress Family 

Money Counters: Brent & Rose Ann 

Kerns 
Pew Angel: Barry Elliott 

For April:  

Uahers: Larry & Bryan Wahrer 

Money Counters: Karen & Warren 

Sprague 

Pew Angel: Dailyn Shaffer 
 

We are in need of someone to count 
the offerings in the month of May. If 
you are interested, please let the office 
know. Thank you! 

Lay Readers 
Lay Readers for the month of March 

are: 

Marcjh 7
th

 – Amanda Shaffer 

March 14
th

 – Barry Elliott 

March 21
st
 – Bev Wren 

Mach 28
th

 – Karen Sprague 

 

The 6 month lay reader schedule is 

available from Amanda. Please 

remember that if you cannot read on 

your assigned Sunday, it is up to you to 

find a replacement. Thanks!  

 

Card Ministry 
Emily Allison 

From January 14
th

 – February 11
th

, 

Emily sent out 7 get well soon cards, 1 

congratulations card, 3 encouragement 

cards, and 16 thinking of you/praying 

for you cards, for a total of 27 cards sent 

in the name of the church. If you would 

like to help Emily out with this loving 

ministry, she is always in need of 

stamps. You can drop them off in the 

office and we will see that she gets 

them.  

 

 

Prayer Chain 
Do you have a prayer request through 

the week that you would like added to 

the prayer chain? If so, you can do so by 

calling Rose Ann Kerns at 937-596-

5214. If you are not on the prayer chain, 

but would like to be, please let Rose 

Ann know and she will get you added to 

a chain.  
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UMW News 
Sharon Zimpfer 

The UMW met on Tuesday, February 

2
nd

 at 7pm utilizing a conference call-in 

method. There were a total of 11 

members on the call. Secretary’s 

minutes and Treasurer’s report both 

reflected that we donated $250 to the 

We Care Fund and $250 to the church 

parking lot fund. During Christmas our 

members donated over $225 which 

supported 3 individuals from the Angel 

Tree: 1 gentleman- hat and gloves, an 8 

month old girl received several packs of 

onesies and pairs of socks and a 

gentleman with many medical issues 

was given a gift card for the local 

pharmacy. A big thanks you to our 

group for supporting this effort!  

At this time, our group decided to 

continue to meet via the free conference 

call in. We call in on our normal 

meeting time and day each month. The 

call in number is listed in the UMW 

booklets at the bottom of the February 

page. For those with email, Sharon will 

contact you a few days ahead of the 

meeting as a reminder. If you do not 

receive your book from Sharon, they 

will be left with Amanda in the office. 

At some point we hope to be able to 

meet in person. 

Mission Giving- we voted to give $250 

this spring to missions and we will once 

again utilize our mission boxes this 

year. Boxes will be collected at the 

October meeting. 

Many prayer concerns were lifted up at 

the end of our meeting.  

The UMW’s next conference call will 

be Tuesday, March 2
nd

 at 7pm.  

Giving 
As we continue to navigate through 

COVID, please don’t forget your 

faithful giving to the church. We have 

several ways you can give- you can 

drop it in the offering plate, you can 

mail it in to the church or drop it off in 

the office, OR you can sign up for 

online giving! There is a link on our 

website, or you can call Amanda for 

help. There is also a video tutorial on 

our Facebook page.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain 

ministry:    $2365.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date)       

    $1944.00 

 
Church Council 
Daleen Braun 

 

The JCUMC Administrative Council 

met on February 11, 2021. Chairman 

Eric Voress called the meeting to order. 

Seven members were present. Pastor 

Stephen opened the meeting with  a 

devotion from Matthew 6:24-34  and a 

prayer 

 

. Finance Report 

Wendy Carter handed out the church 

financial reports.  

The JC Village Council is using the 

FLC for social distancing for their 

meetings. They are donating $2,400.00 

to the FLC to cover using the building. 

Amanda has sent the invoice they 

requested to be able to get the money to 

the FLC. Ron Ludwig made a motion to 

accept the financial reports and Amanda 

Shaffer seconded. All ayes. 

Finance Committee 

No Report.  

Worship Committee/Nominations 

Pastor Stephen gave the Worship report. 

He stated that the committee met last 

month. The church will have the 

Imposition of Ashes three different 

times on Ash Wednesday the 17
th

 of 

February at 6-8:30am, 11am-1pm, and 

4-6pm. There will be Maundy Thursday 

service on April 1
st
 at 7pm, with 

continued on page 4 
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This Month’s  

Events 

February 21
st
- March 28

th
  

9:30a 

Fellowship Hall,  JCUMC 

In Person Small Groups “The 

Story of God”  

 

February 21
st
-April 4th 

Sanctuary, JCUMC 

Sermon Series “The Story of 

God” 

 

March 6, 4:30-6:30p 

American Legion 

JC American Legion Chicken 

Fry 

 

March 3
rd

, 10
th

, 17
th

, 24
th

, 

31
st
 6pm 

Family Life Center 

Weekly Prayer Meeting 

 

March 8
th

, 6:30 pm 

Lounge, JCUMC 

Outreach meeting 

 

March 11
th

, 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

Church Council  

 

March 14
th

, 11:30am 

Lounge, JCUMC 

Outreach Meeting 

 

March 16
th

, 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

Worship Committee 
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Stations of the Cross being held on 

Good Friday the 2
nd

 of April from 

11am-7pm. There will be an Easter 

Sunrise service starting at 7am, and 

10:30 regular time Easter Service. The 

Sermon Series for Lenten devotions 

starts February 21
st
 and we have 34 

signed up for the devotional books. 

There will be in person and online 

classes to attend also.  

 

Lay Leader Report 

 

Nothing to report.  

Pastor Report 

  

Pastor  Stephen reported that year-end 

reports are due to district office. Wendy 

Carter will get the reports filled out. 

There will be an ASP meeting after 

church to see how many are going on 

the trip. This way they can start doing 

fundraising projects to help raise money 

for the people that want to go. Pastor 

Stephen had 3 check-in calls and 1 

email check-in on members this week. It 

was brought up about a 3% fee being 

charged to use the new Square for credit 

card transactions for the FLC> Brent 

Kerns made a motion to add the 3% fee 

in addition to the rental fee. Wendy 

Carter seconded the motion. All ayes. 

Conference Outreach is offering 

advertising for free for 250 cards. Bev 

Wren and Kathy Smith are offering to 

pass out the cards. The cards have the 

information about the Easter services 

for Easter week. The Ash Wednesday 

services will be running on the town 

sign. Technical Grant is being applied 

for requesting $5,000 for 2021 and we 

are going to use this grand for the sound 

board, an upgraded camera, glare 

screens, streaming software, and the 

backgrounds for the service slides.   

 

Old Business 

 

Wendy is still exploring all options for 

our banking needs now that US Bank is 

no longer in Jackson Center. 

 

The laptop is not workable for 

Amanda’s needs as secretary. There was 

some discussion as to what to use the 

laptop for. Amanda stated some 

suggestions that the laptop could be 

repurposed for would be using is to sign 

up members for different events and 

donations instead of passing around a 

clipboard during the service. No 

decision was made on the laptop or the 

purchase of a new computer for the 

secretary’s office.  

 

The AED was brought up and we are to 

check with Chuck Wirick on the grant.  

 

New Business 
There was none.  

 

With no other business before the 

council, Pastor Stephen adjourned the 

meeting with a prayer. The next council 

meeting is March 11, 2021 at 7pm.  
 
Worship 
Committee 
Rev. Stephen Luzader 

 

No report as meeting was cancelled due 

to weather.  

The 2021 Worship committee meeting 

schedule is: 

March 16
th

 

April 20
th

 

May 18
th

 

June 22
nd

 

July 20
th

 

August 17
th

 

September 21
st
 

October 19
th
 

November 16
th

 

December 21
st
 

 

All meetings will be at 7pm.  

 

SPRC News  
Kim Voress 

No SPRC report.  

 

Outreach 
News 
Amanda Shaffer  

 

Amanda met with Pastor Phil Jarrells 

and his wife Cora about the backpack 

program we will be taking over in May. 

They have already applied for a grant 

from the United Way to help pay for the 

food we send home. Amanda will be 

attending the grant meeting in April to 

see how the process works so we can 

continue that next year. Right now we 

are packing about 170 bags each month 

for students to take home.  These bags 

are delivered to the school and passed 

out by the cafeteria ladies each Friday. 

More information will be coming in the 

months ahead, as we prepare to take 

over this program. There are 7 churches 

involved in all, ours, Maplewood, the 

Petersburg Parishes, Christ the King, 

Grace Lutheran, Mt. Tabor UMC, and 

Only Believe. We hope to be able to 

continue this amazing program, and are 

grateful to Pastor Jarrells and his will 

for trusting us with this project.  

 

Instead of meeting on March 21
st
, as 

originally planned, the Outreach team 

will be meeting on March 8
th

 @6:30 to 

discuss the Sunrise service, and on 

March 14
th

 after church to finalize the 

stations of the cross.  

 

Remaining Meetings for 2021: 

May 16
th

 

July 18
th

 

September 19
th

 

November 21
st 

 
Trustees 
Ron Ludwig 

 

The church will be purchasing a new 

toilet for the front bathroom at the 

parsonage. There was a leak in the 

hallway outside the secretary’s office, 

but it has been repaired. There may be 

more repairs needed once all the snow 

melts and the company can better see 

what’s going on on the roof.  
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Appalachia 
Service 
Mission Trip 
What is ASP?  ASP is a Christian 

based outreach ministry that combines 

meeting physical needs (home repair) 

with spiritual needs (relationship 

building) for home owners in parts of 

Tennessee, Kentucky, West Virginia, 

North Carolina, and Virginia. 

Who Can Go?  Any student currently 

in 8
th

 – 12
th

 grade may serve on an ASP 

trip. Any adult, who has passed a 

background check, may serve as a crew 

leader on an ASP trip. This year we are 

looking to take two crews which would 

be 10 students and 4 adult crew leaders. 

I crew = 5 students and 2 adults.  

When is the trip? We will be leaving 

from Jackson Center On Sunday, June 

13
th

 and will be returning on Saturday, 

June 19
th

, 2021. ALL participants are 

required to leave with us on the 13
th

 and 

return with us on the 19
th

.  

Where are we going? As of this 

moment we do not know our exact 

location. Our first choice this year is 

Kentucky, and our 2
nd

 choice is West 

Virginia, so, one of those two states.  

How much is an ASP trip? This is the 

big question. Right now it will cost each 

student between $700-750, spread out 

over multiple payments. Do NOT let 

that number panic you, we are hoping  

that number will come down based on 

donations, and various fundraising 

projects. If you are interested n going 

but feel money may be an issue, please 

talk with us before saying “no”. 

What’s next?  If you are interested in 

reserving a spot on this year’s trip you 

will need to fill out a Volunteer 

Statement and Registration Form along 

with your $150.00 non-refundable 

(unless the trip is cancelled) payment. 

The deadline to register is January 18
th 

, 

2021, OR when all slots are filled. 

Anyone registering after all 10 spots are 

filled will be put on a waiting list. IF we 

have enough on the waiting list to form 

a third crew, we will. 

If you would like more information, 

have questions, or would like a 

registration form, please contact the 

church office at (937) 596-6919.  

 

Blood Drive 
Update 
 

A HUGE thank you to all who donated 

blood at our annual blood drive on 

February 2
nd

. Thanks to you, we 

surpassed our goals! We had a total of 

57 donors registered, and that resulted 

in 40 whole blood, 5 platelets/plasma, 

and 3 CCP donations. Our goal was 38 

whole blood donations.  

 

 

2020 Fish Pond 
Food Pantry 
By the 
Numbers 
Larry Wahrer 

 

11: Number of churches that donate 

money, food and time to the food 

pantry.  

 

??- plus schools, businesses, industries, 

individuals, and organizations too 

numerous to mention 

 

321-Number of households served 

during 2020 

 

898- Total number of individuals served 

in 2020 

 

0- Number of paid staff 

 

$1,235- Amount needed each month in 

20230 to operate the Fish Pond Food 

Pantry 

 

 

 

 

St. Patrick’s 
Prayer 
 

Christ be with me, 

Christ within me,  

Christ behind me, 

Christ before me,  

Christ beside me, 

 Christ to win me, 

Christ to comfort and restore me, 

Christ beneath me, 

Christ above me, 

Christ in quiet, 

Christ in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love 

me, 

Christ in mouth of friend and 

stranger. 
 

. 

 

 

Deadline for the 

April  

Newsletter is 

March 21 
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March 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 
  1 

Brian & 
Jamie Lotz 

 2  3 
Craig 

Ludwig 

 4  5  6 

             

 7  8 
Landon 

Reese 

 9 
 

 10  11 
Bev Ryder 

Helen 
Taylor 

 12 
 

 13 
Kyle Mann 

             

14 
Derick 
Bunke 

 15  16 
Guy Lotz 

 17 
 

 18 
 

 19  20 

             

21 
Ryan 

Ludwig 

 22 
Scott Mann 

Kayley 
Wahrer 

 23 
Ted 

Rostorfer 

 24 
Tyler 
Mann 

Karla Haas 

 25 
 

 26  27 
Tyler 

Burch 

             

28 
Dana  & 

Lawrence 
Price 

 29  30  31       
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