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 A Word From 
The Pastor 
Stephen Luzader 

“You shall dwell in booths for seven 

days….that your generations may know 

that I made the people of Israel dwell in 

booths when I brought them out of the 

land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” 

(Leviticus 23:33-43) 

Few of the feasts that were a part of old 

covenant worship were as joyful as the 

Feast of Booths. Also known as the 

Feast of Tabernacles or by its Hebrew 

name, Sukkot, this celebration was the 

last of the fall festivals and was held at 

the end of the agricultural year when the 

grapes and olives were harvested in 

Israel. This was a time to thank God for 

all of the preceding year’s provision and 

to pray for a good rainy season, which 

lasted from October through March.  

Primarily, however, Sukkot was 

designed to remember the wilderness 

journey from Egypt to Canaan, when 

God made the people live in 

booths/tents (Leviticus 23: 33-43). 

During the time of the feast, each 

Israelite family was supposed to 

construct a booth, or sukkah, and live in 

it for a week (v 42-43). These booths 

were small, temporary shelters with 

thatched roofs of palm fronds and other 

plants, and according to one 

interpretation of verse 41, they were 

decorated with different kinds of fruit 

that grew in Palestine. Later generations 

obeyed the command to rejoice with 

fruit and foliage (v 40) by having men 

carry an etrog, or citron, and a lulav in 

joyful processions. A citron is a citrus 

fruit native to the Middle East that looks 

something like a large lemon, and a 

lulav is a branch of palm with two 

myrtle branches bound to one side of it 

and three willow branches to the other. 

Furthermore, in keeping with Sukkot’s 

purpose to remember the wilderness 

journey, later Israelites added a water-

pouring ceremony to recall those 

occasions when the Lord gave Israel 

water in the desert (Exodus 17:1-7; 

Numbers 20:1-13). The officiating 

priest would draw water from the pool 

of Siloam and pour it into the basin near 

the altar in the temple. And they would 

light a large candelabra that was 75 feet 

tall, and when lit would light up 

Jerusalem.  

Moses often warned the Israelites not to 

forget the God who redeemed them 

from slavery once they were fat and 

happy in the Promised Land (Deut. 8). 

This reveals another purpose of Sukkot. 

It could be tempting for the Israelites to 

sit in their houses after a great harvest 

and say, “Look at what we did and how 

we have profited.” Living in booths for 

a week reminded them that their success 

in Canaan was wholly on the account of 

the Lord’s grace. He had brought them 

to the good land and could just as easily 

take them out of it. A tangible reminder 

of His provision in the wilderness 

during Sukkot showed the Israelites 

they must always trust Him alone for 

their supply. And lastly the booths  were 

a reminder that while in the wilderness 

they moved when God told them to 

move and stayed when God told them to 

stay.  

How does this all tie into Jesus and us? 

Continued on page 2 
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Jesus celebrated this festival (John 7). 

During the feast He stood up and told 

the people that He was the living water ( 

John 7:37-38) and He was the light of 

the world  (John 8:12). He had replaced 

the water and the light of the festival 

and it is in Jesus that we should not only 

put our trust for provision, but it is also 

in Jesus that we hear when to stay and 

when to go. Life was never meant to be 

spent in comfort, only in service.  

At each Feast of Booths, the Israelites 

gave up the comforts of their homes in 

order to commemorate God’s salvation. 

This is a reminder that in order to be 

redeemed, the people of the Lord must 

surrender certain things. We must give 

up self-reliance and selfishness. We 

must turn from our idols and the 

“comforts of our selfishness.” Unless 

we repent, turning from such things and 

back to the Redeemer, the Kingdom of 

God will elude us. As we celebrate our 

harvest this year may we not be content 

to be comfortable but be called to move.  

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Stephen 

JCUMC Officers 
& Committee 
Chairs 
Chair: Ed Maxwell 

Recording Secretary:  
Treasurer: Wendy Carter 

Trustees Chair: Ron Ludwig 

Finance Chair: Todd Lotz 

SPRC Chair: Kim Voress 

Outreach Chair: Amanda Shaffer 

Lay Leader: Brent Kerns 

Lay Member, Annual Conference: 

Wendy Carter/Kim Voress 

Congregational Care Coordinator: 

Emily Allison 

FLC Treasurer: Jack Toomey 

Childrens’ Ministry Director: Morgan 

Shaffer 

Student Ministry Director:  

Worship Chair: Pastor Stephen 

Luzader 

 Childrens 
Ministry 
 

Morgan Shaffer 

 

Not much to report – we are working on 

a plan to bring back Bible Buddies 

AND Sunday School very shortly. 

Please stay tuned to Facebook and the 

bulletin for more information in the 

coming weeks.  

Ushers/ 
Counters/Pew 
Angels 
The Ushers  for October are Eric Voress  

and Vic Hurley. The Money Counters 

are Ed & Ricki Maxwell, and the Pew 

Angel is Dailyn Shaffer.  
 

Lay Readers 
Lay Readers for the month of October 

are: 

October 4
th

 – Bev Wren 

October 11
th

 – Karen Sprague 

October 18
th

 – Bev Suttles 

October 25
th

 – Wendy Carter 

 

Card Ministry 
Emily Allison 

Emily is home and back to doing the 

cards for the church. Last month, she 

send out 4 thinking of you, 5 sympathy, 

2 recovery, and 1 congratulations card, 

for a total of 12 cards. There may have 

been more, but Emily says her 

“assistant” didn’t keep very good 

records.  

 

 

Prayer Chain 
Do you have a prayer request through 

the week that you would like added to 

the prayer chain? If so, you can do so by 

calling Rose Ann Kerns at 937-596-

5214. If you are not on the prayer chain, 

but would like to be, please let Rose 

Ann know and she will get you added to 

a chain.  

UMW News 
Sharon Zimpfer 

The September meeting of the UMW 

was held in the sanctuary on September 

1
st
 with 16 members present. The 

meeting was opened with prayer and 

devotions given by Cora May Heintz. A 

virtual fall Gathering for Ohio 

Methodist Women will be help on 

Saturday, September 26
th

. Anyone 

interested in registering for that fall 

event which will be presented via the 

Zoom format, please see Sharon 

Zimpfer for details. 

All UMW meetings will continue to be 

held the first Tuesday of each month as 

normal and will be in the sanctuary so 

social distancing can be observed. The 

same format in our booklets will be 

followed with the exception that we will 

not be having refreshments afterwards. 

It was decided to proceed with the 

finishing up with the balance of blind 

replacement for the Jr/Sr. High Sunday 

School room and the Pastor’s office. 

That work will be completed within the 

next 3-4 weeks. 

It was also decided that there will not be 

a Smorgasbord or Election Day Meal 

this year due to the COVID-19 

pandemic that is still within our 

communities at this time.  

Since our small mission boxes were not 

continued on page 3 
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 passed out this year, anyone wishing to 

support this cause can give their 

donation to Deb Elliott by mid-October.  

Our UMW Sunday will be held on 

October 18
th

. Prayer concerns were 

lifted and the meeting was adjourned 

with prayer. 

The next UMW meeting will be 

Tuesday, October 6
th

 at 7pm.  

Online Giving 
We are excited to announce that we can 

now accept online offerings! Signing up 

is as simple as going to our church 

website and look for the eoffering icon. 

That button will take you to the offering 

page for our church. Simply sign up and 

begin giving online today! There is also 

a link on Facebook as well as a video to 

show you how to sign up.  If you have 

any questions or need help, feel free to 

contact the church office and Amanda 

will walk you through the process. 

 

Church Council 
Amanda Shaffer 

The JCUMC Administrative Council 

met on Thursday September 10 @ 7pm 

with 8 members present. Pastor Stephen 

opened the meeting with a devotion 

from Hebrews 12:1 and a prayer.  

The minutes had been previously sent to 

all council members, and with no 

additions or corrections; Wendy moved 

and Brent seconded to approve the 

minutes. 

Wendy and Jack both handed out the 

financial reports for the church and 

FLC, respectively. Jack let council 

know that the bill the fix the roof at the 

FLC was $2200, and it has been paid. 

With no other questions or concerns, 

Brent moved and Todd seconded to 

approve the financial reports. Motion 

carried.  

Todd gave the finance report – He and 

Scott will be tearing down the Sprague 

house on September 17-18. They 

decided to go with Mark Russell for the 

dumpsters, they will cost $545 each, 

and Todd estimates we will need 8-9 

dumpsters. We need to let the 

congregation know and ask them for 

help to pay for the dumpsters. We do 

have some money from Larry Sprague’s 

memorial to help as well.  

There was no congregational care report 

as Emily was not present.  

The nominating committee will meet on 

September 28 to fill the 15 open spots 

for next year.  

Brent gave the lay leader report – the 

only thing he had is that he has been 

contacted by some congregants who are 

concerned that the trustees aren’t 

meeting. 

Stephen gave his Pastor’s report – 

Annual Conference is entirely virtual 

this year and will take place from 9-1 on 

Saturday, September 12. He is 

beginning a bible study with our 20-

somethings on September 20, and is 

really looking forward to it.  

Old Business: Stephen and Amanda 

found a grant from the conference that 

may help to pay for some of the 

modernization updates we want to make 

to the church. He would like to apply 

for the grant, and is looking for 

someone to help write the proposal. 

Jack moved and Brent seconded to 

apply for the grant, motion passed.  

The landscaping at the parsonage has 

been done. Vic Hurley and Darrell 

Stewart did the back, but we have no 

idea who did the front. Vic also sprayed 

roundup at the church.  

Grace Lutheran will be sending us a 

check to cover the bill from Bill Elsass. 

New Business: Annual conference 

representation this year consists of three 

laity: Kim Voress, Wendy Carter, and 

Ricki Maxwell.  

We need to make sure and advertise 

FLC cleanup day – especially to those 

who have only been watching church 

online.  

We need to start advertising the E-

offering better. 

Pastor Kathy Braasch (former pastor  @ 

Grace) passed away.  

With no other business before the 

council, the meeting was closed with 

continued on page 4  
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This Month’s 
Events 

October 6
th

 @ 7pm 

Sanctuary, JCUMC 

UMW Meeting 

 

October 8
th

 @ 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

Church Council Meeting 

 

October 18
th

 @ 10:30am 

Sanctuary, JCUMC 

UMW Sunday 

 

October 20
th

 @ 7pm 
Lounge, JCUMC 

Worship Committee Meeting 

 

October 25
th

 @ 10:30am 
Sanctuary, JCUMC 

First Responders Sunday 

 

October 25
th

 @ 11:45am 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

New Members Class 
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prayer. The next council meeting will 

take place on Thursday, October 8 @ 

7pm. 

Worship/ 
Nominations 
Committee 
 

Rev. Stephen Luzader 

The worship committee met on 

September 15
th

 at 7pm.  The committee 

discussed how Facebook Live was 

going – there is concern because 

Stephen is not well lit – we need to talk 

to the trustees about getting some new 

lights installed to brighten the altar.  

Stephen spoke with Mike Mitchell 

about the program they use to 

livestream on Sunday mornings – Mike 

is going to show their program to 

Amanda to see if it will work for what 

we need here at the church. Stephen is 

also looking into digital copies of the 

hymnal and the Faith We Sing.  

The committee discussed several 

options for celebrating All Saints 

Sunday on November 1.  

There was a lot of conversation about 

the clavinova – Ricki and Sharon will 

be going to Sweetwater to see what 

they’ve got and figure out the cost.  

The next worship meeting will be 

October 20
th

 at 7pm in the lounge. 

Nominations met on September 28
th

 to 

fill the positions being vacated at the 

end of the year. The committee is very 

optimistic about the prospects for the 

upcoming year. More information to 

follow once the positions are filled.  

 

SPRC News  
Kim Voress 

No SPRC report.  

Outreach 
News 
Amanda Shaffer  

 

Back To Church Sunday was this past 

Sunday, and it went really really well. 

We managed to livestream the entire 

service – which seemed to go over very 

well. We will be going back to just the 

sermon for a short time, but once we 

work out the logistics on a few regular 

worship items, and get a streaming 

service set up so those at home can 

participate fully in the service – we will 

go back to streaming the entire service 

permanently. 

 

We will be partnering with the Ronald 

McDonald House in Dayton, becoming 

a “Pantry Partner” for the month of 

November. We will be doing a food 

drive for supplies, which will include 

food and other household goods 

(laundry detergent, soap, etc. ) We are 

awaiting our “shopping list” from the 

RMHC, and will update everyone as 

soon as we get it.  

 

We have not yet been able to meet to 

decide what our First Responders 

Sunday will look like on October 25
th

, 

but please mark your calendars and 

watch Facebook and the bulletin for 

more information.  

 

 

Trustees 
Ron Ludwig 

 

The roof has been repaired at the FLC – 

a big thank you to Mark Rue for 

handling that for us.  

 

New Member 
Class 
Stephen Luzader 

 

If you are over the age of 18 and you 

are not a current member of Jackson 

Center United Methodist Church and 

you would like to become a member of 

this church, we are offering New 

Members Class for adults on Sunday, 

October 25
th

, 2020. We will meet at 

11:45 am in the Fellowship Hall of the 

church and have lunch together, and 

then hear (from current serving 

members) about the different ministry 

areas of the church, and then Pastor 

Stephen will lead us through what being 

a member of the church means and 

looks like, along with a little history 

about the United Methodist 

Denomination. If you are interested in 

becoming a member and can make this 

class, please RSVP to the church office 

by Wednesday, October 14
th

, 2020. If 

you have any dietary restrictions, please 

let us know when you RSVP. 

 

Appalachia 
Service 

Mission Trip 
In the summer of 2021, JCUMC youth 

will be going deep into Appalachia 

(exact destination TBD) to make homes 

“warmer, safer, and drier” for families, 

in partnership with the group. 

Appalachia Service Project (ASP). The 

dates of the trip are June 13
th

 – 19
th

, 

2021. This mission opportunity is open 

to ANY student currently in 8
th

 – 12
th

 

grade. If you have any questions or 

would like more information please join 

us for an orientation meeting on 

Sunday, October 25
th

, 2020 at 5:30pm at 

the church. The meeting should take 

less than an hour. Students are 

encouraged to bring their parent(s) and 

friends. For more information about the 

meeting contact Pastor Stephen.  



  The Guided Light 
 

5    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

  

 October  

Birthdays/Anniversaries 
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

        1  2  3 

Kaneta Harris 

 

             

4  5 

 

 6 

Alivea Bales 

 7  8  9 

Marshall Lotz 

Jonathan 

Bales 

 10 

Scott/Ann 

Doseck 

             

11  12  13 

Brent Kerns 

 14 

Pat Shuff 

Bryce Carter 

Hannah 

Mincey 

 15  16  17 

             

18  19  20  21  22 

Lindsey Frye 

Brent/Rose-

Ann Kerns 

 23 

Amanda/Eric 

Shaffer 

Alma Midgett 

Jill/Jeff 

Payne 

 24 

Tom 

Woodruff 

             

25 
Kay Hunt 

Dan/Christy 

Akers 

 26  27 

Ricki 

Maxwell 

Eric Voress 

Lisa Hughes 

 28  29  30  31 

Brooke 

Voress 
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