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 A Word From 
The Pastor 
Stephen Luzader 

Hello Beloved, 

Over the past few weeks there has 

been a lot of talk about if we should 

stay indoors or go outdoors? Or if 

the church should be gathering or 

staying at home? In the midst of all 

the talk it is hard to hear the voice 

of truth. As more and more places 

begin to re-open and we begin to 

move around out of our houses 

there is a strange happening going 

on – just as others are getting 

outdoors our churches are moving 

back indoors. While I am a huge 

proponent of gathered worship and 

I am glad that we do get to gather 

again, we must, as followers of 

Christ, know when to stay inside 

and when to go outside (of the 

Church). We just celebrated 

Pentecost, so here is a thought 

about what was happening back 

then and what we are doing now.  

There’s a party going on out in the 

streets of Jerusalem. People of Jewish 

faith and/or ancestry have come from all 

over the Empire to the city for 

Pentecost. It’s a religious feast. It’s 

religious, and it’s also a feast. The 

purpose of this particular feast is to 

celebrate the first harvest (wheat), and 

to give thanks to God for the blessings 

of food and sustenance. It is much like 

our country’s modern Thanksgiving, but 

with more religious overtones. Just like 

any other religious festival then or now, 

it’s a reason to gather for worship and 

celebration. Friends are catching up 

who haven’t seen each other since last 

year. Extended families gather at 

grandma’s house. And the food. Oh 

man, the food. 

Every restaurant in town  are full to 

capacity and there are lines waiting to 

get in. The markets have stocked all the 

best meats and fish and vegetables and 

fruits for people cooking at home. Not 

only are there the usual street vendors, 

but pilgrims from out of town have 

come to set up their booths of 

Ethiopian, Greek, Turkish, Italian food. 

The baklava stand is already cutting and 

selling pieces of deliciousness. 

And the Jesus people are in a room 

praying.  

They can hear the voices rising from the 

street, smell the food getting started on 

griddles, and there they are, praying. 

Waiting. Maybe some of them are 

wondering when the prayer meeting is 

going to be over so they can go grab a 

lamb kabob or at least a bagel. After all, 

the coffee and donuts in the meeting are 

starting to get a little stale. 

When the day of Pentecost had come, 

they were all together in one place. And 

suddenly from heaven there came a 

sound like the rush of a violent wind, 

and it filled the entire house where they 

were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 

appeared among them, and a tongue 

rested on each of them. All of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other languages, as the Spirit 

gave them ability. [From Acts 2] I don’t 

know what their prayer agenda is, but  
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I’m certain that scary sounds, tongues of 

fire, and speaking in different languages 

isn’t on the list. 

What happens? They spill out into the 

streets. They seem not to be able to keep 

from it.  

 Now there were devout Jews from every 

nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. And at this sounds the crowd 

gathered and was bewildered, because 

each one heard them speaking in the 

native language of each. Amazed and 

astonished, they asked, “Are not all of 

these who are speaking Galileans? And 

how is it that we hear, each of us, in our 

own native language? Parthians, 

Medes, Elamites, and other residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 

belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 

Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 

Cretans and Arabs – in our own 

languages we hear them speaking about 

God deeds of power.” All were amazed 

and perplexed, saying to one another, 

“What does this mean?” But others 

sneered and said, “They are filled with 

new wine.” This was the first even in 

the life of the church. Yes, it started 

indoors, but it moved outdoors. With 

the people from Jerusalem and all over 

the world. Into the festival, the food, the 

music.  

If we take this as a metaphor for today’s 

church, we can’t help but see the beauty 

of it. The Spirit gives the gathered 

community the courage and gifts to be 

the scattered community. Yes, Spirit 

comes, quite dramatically, to those who 

are praying and waiting. But just as 

dramatically, they are drawn to the 

street. The church is given the ability to 

speak in ways in which people can 

understand. Do we have good news to 

share? Absolutely. Is there also good 

news to be heard in the street? 

Definitely.  

We move to the others side of our 

stained glass window and engage, 

because we come to recognize that the 

Spirit is already and also active there. 

We have much to give and much to 

learn if we don’t stay indoors. We begin  

to have the vision and understanding to 

see tongues of fire resting on all the 

people we pass. We see them as 

brothers and sisters, as friends and 

family. 

This is the movement of the Spirit 

today. From indoors companionship to 

outdoors openness. From prayer to 

action. From a small room to a world 

full of beauty and possibility. 

The church isn’t the church if it stays 

indoors. Set down your donut and go 

find the baklava. 

Grace and Peace,  

Rev. Stephen Luzader 

JCUMC Officers 
& Committee 
Chairs 
Chair: Ed Maxwell 

Recording Secretary: Ann Bell 

Treasurer: Wendy Carter 

Trustees Chair: Ron Ludwig 

Finance Chair: Todd Lotz 

SPRC Chair: Kim Voress 

Outreach Chair: Amanda Shaffer 

Lay Leader: Brent Kerns 

Lay Member, Annual Conference: 

Wendy Carter/Kim Voress 

Congregational Care Coordinator: 

Emily Allison 

FLC Treasurer: Jack Toomey 

Childrens’ Ministry Director: Morgan 

Shaffer 

Student Ministry Director:  

Worship Chair: Pastor Stephen 

Luzader 

 
 

Footsteps 
 

“Walk a little slower Daddy,” 

Said a child so small, 

“I’m following in your footsteps 

And I don’t want to fall. 

 

Sometimes your steps are very fast,  

Sometimes they’re hard to see, 

So walk a little slower, Daddy, 

For you are leading me.  

 

Someday when I am all grown up, 

You’re what I want to be, 

Then I will have a little child 

Who will want to follow me. 

 

And I would want to lead just right, 

And know that I was true 

So walk a little slower Daddy, 

For I must follow you.” 

 

 Childrens 
Ministry 
Morgan Shaffer 

 

Unfortunately, due to the current 

restrictions, we felt it was best to cancel 

VBS for this year. Instead, we will 

spend the next year making VBS the 

best we’ve ever had! I am also sad that 

due to recommendations by the Bishop, 

I was unable to have Bible Buddies in 

May. However, I am working on some 

really great things to do when we come 

back together this fall. I can’t wait to 

see all of you! 
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Church 
Improvements 
The church went ahead with the 

purchase of a new computer for the 

sound system. We are hoping this will 

help with issues we were having while 

trying to stream Pastor Stephen’s 

messages on Facebook. Hopefully now 

that we are all back together we can 

continue and move forward with some 

of the other church improvements.  

Ushers/ 
Counters/Pew 
Angels 
The Ushers for June are Cora Mae 

Heintz and Ann Bell. The money 

counters are Kim and Eric Voress. The 

Pew Angel is Dailyn Shaffer.  

 
Lay Readers 
Lay Readers for the month of June are: 

June 7
th

  – Amanda Shaffer 

June 14
th

 – Bev Suttles  

June21st – Jack Toomey 

June 28
th

 – Amanda Shaffer 

 

Card Ministry 
Emily Allison 

For the time period between April 16 

thru May 14 I mailed 5 cards of 

encouragement in the name of the 

church. Not so many because we were 

well and healthy at the time.  

It was in the fall of 2016 that I was 

asked to be the Congregational Care 

Coordinator for the church. I was still a 

new member here at Jackson Center and 

still did not know a lot of you people. 

But I accepted because I love mailing 

cards to celebrate, encourage, and lift up 

those who need it. It has been my 

privilege and joy to be this coordinator 

but I need your assistance. If and when 

you know or hear of a person who is ill, 

scheduled for surgery or a stay in the 

hospital, etc., give me a call so I may 

fulfill my responsibility, or call the 

church office. Almost everyone enjoys 

getting mail in moments of distress.  

Prayer Chain 
Do you have a prayer request through 

the week that you would like added to 

the prayer chain? If so, you can do so by 

calling Rose Ann Kerns at 937-596-

5214. If you are not on the prayer chain, 

but would like to be, please let Rose 

Ann know and she will get you added to 

a chain.  

UMW News 
Sharon Zimpfer 

 

No report given.  

Online Giving 
We are excited to announce that we can 

now accept online offerings! Signing up 

is as simple as going to our church 

website and look for the e-offering icon. 

That button will take you to the offering 

page for our church. Simply sign up and 

begin giving online today! There is also 

a link on Facebook as well as a video to 

show you how to sign up.  If you have 

any questions or need help, feel free to 

contact the church office and Amanda 

will walk you through the process. 

 

 
 
 
 

Church Council 
Amanda Shaffer 

The JCUMC United Methodist Church 

Council met via Zoom on May 14, with 

10 members present. Pastor Stephen 

opened the meeting with prayer and a 

devotion from Hebrews 6:19-20.  

The minutes from the March meeting 

were emailed to council prior to the 

meeting, and with no corrections or 

additions, they were approved as read.  

Wendy emailed all reports to council 

members prior to meeting, and Jack 

reported on the finances for the Family 

Life Center. With no questions or 

discussions the financial reports were 

approved.  

Todd didn’t have a financial report, 

however he did report that some 

members of the church would be 

looking at the house next door to the 

church for possible purchase. 

Trustees had no report as Ron was not 

present. Kim had nothing to report since 

SPRC has not been able to meet, and 

Brent had no lay leader report.  

Stephen gave his pastor’s report: 

continued on page 4 
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This Month’s 
Events 

June 11
th 

, 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

Church Council Meeting 
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General conference has been postponed 

with no reschedule date as of yet. 

Annual conference has been postponed 

until September 11-12, and it has also 

been moved to Columbus.  

Old Business – Ed reported to the 

council that he and Brent have been 

moving some things around at the  

church, mainly cabinets and bookcases. 

New Business: Ed went over highlights 

of the reopening guidelines (found later 

in this newsletter). There will be NO 

children’s Sunday School for now, adult 

classes may meet as long as they adhere 

to social distancing guidelines. We will 

be reopening the Family Life Center on 

May 26
th

, with some new regulations in 

place for using the exercise room. Jack 

would like to do some preventative 

maintenance at the FLC (ie. extra 

cleaning and painting where needed). 

Communion will be done with the singe 

serve cups/wagers at least thru July We 

will leave them at the back of the 

church for members to pick up when 

they come in. 

With no other business before the 

council, Brent closed the meeting with 

prayer.  

The next council meeting will be June 

11
th

 @ 7pm. We are planning to hold 

council at the church, if possible.  

Worship 
Committee 
 

Rev. Stephen Luzader 

 

The church is still hoping to have 

special music this summer. Amanda has 

posted that on Facebook, and will have 

a sign up at the back of the sanctuary if 

anyone would like to sign up. We did 

purchase a new computer for the 

sanctuary, hopefully that will end any 

issues we have with Facebook Live.  

SPRC News  
Kim Voress 

 

No report.  

Outreach 
News 
Amanda Shaffer 

 

Not much to report in the way of 

Outreach, as we haven’t been able to do 

much. We did do the gift bags for each 

JC graduate, and got them all delivered 

before graduation.  

 

As I stated before, if you know of 

anyone in need during this time, please 

contact anyone on Outreach and let us 

know. Even though restrictions are 

beginning to ease, it’s going to be a 

while before things get back to any kind 

of normal, and we want people to know 

we are here to help. We can’t grow our 

church without getting outside our walls 

and letting people know that we are here 

and that we care!  

 

 

Church 
Library 
 

Have you checked out our church 

library, located across from the coffee 

bar? We have lots of new and old 

books, both fiction and non-fiction 

available for you to check out! All you 

have to do is sign one out on the 

clipboard, and then sign it back in when 

you are done! 

 

Starting next month, we will feature the 

“Pastor’s Pick” – a book the Pastor 

recommends in our library. 

 

Be sure to check it out today! If you 

have any questions, please let the office 

know. Happy reading! 

 

 

I raised a flag today 

A flag with fifty stars. 

I raised a flag today 

A flag with thirteen bars. 

I raised a flag today 

To honor those who died. 

I raised a flag today 

And then I stood and cried. 

I cried and wept and cursed and prayed 

And had to wonder “Why”. 

Angst and anger welled inside me 

And then I saw it fly. 

The flag snapped briskly in the wind  

In unfurled in the sky  

Its glory rose above my fears 

As freedom was not denied 

The symbol of our country 

The banner of our pride 

The flag of these United States 

Flew boldly at my side.  

I raised a flag today 

But the flag, it lifted me 

I raised a flag today 

For all the world to see.  

I raised a flag today 

And upon seeing it I knew: 

Above the dusty, ashen gray would rise 

The red, the white, and the blue. 

God bless America! 
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JCUMC 
COVID-19 Plan 

of Action 
Due to the recommended restrictions 

and best practices from the 

Governor, health officials, and the 

West Ohio Conference of the UMC, 

the Jackson Center UMC has 

developed the following plan of action 

to protect our parishioners, staff, and 

facilities. While these are 

recommendations rather than 

directives, we sincerely hope that all 

who enter our facilities will abide by 

our wishes. Thank you for your 

understanding and recognizing the 

needs of others.  

1. The building is being cleaned 

and sanitized with the best 

resources we have available. 

We ask you do your best to 

keep the facility clean & report 

any area of concern. 

2. If you are not feeling well, we 

would ask that you stay at 

home until feeling better. 

(Note: Pastor Stephen’s 

message will continue to be on 

our Facebook page.) You must 

NOT be symptomatic before 

entering for worship or other 

meetings. Avoid contact with 

other people within reason and 

check your temperature 

frequently. Get adequate sleep, 

eat well-balanced meals, and 

hydrate to ensure a healthy 

immune system. 

3. We will limit our size of any 

gathering to the Phase-In 

recommendations from health 

officials, the Governor, and the 

Bishop. On May 4
th

 we will 

limit any gathering to 10 or 

less. Beginning with our 

anticipated opening date of 

May 24
th

, we will try to limit 

our gathering size to 50 or less. 

Then, when we are released to 

Phase 3, there will be no 

limitations on gathering size. 

These dates and numbers are 

subject to change.  

4. Clean and disinfect any 

frequently touched objects or 

surfaces.  

5. Avoid exposure to those who 

are ill, especially if they show 

signs of respiratory symptoms. 

If you are their caregiver, 

please remain at home for at 

least 5-10 days after their 

improvement before going out. 

6. Cover coughs and sneezes with 

your elbow, arm, or a tissue. 

Dispose of tissues in a trash 

receptacle. 

7. Wash your hands often with 

soap and water for at least 20 

seconds. (Sing the Traditional 

Doxology or Happy Birthday 

for time). 

8. Frequently use the hand 

sanitizer that is available 

throughout the church, 

especially if you are unable to 

wash your hands. 

9. Maintain physical distancing of 

6 feet when possible. Greet 

others from a distance and 

avoid personal contact such as 

hand shaking and hugs. 

10. To assist in maintaining the 

physical distancing, we will be 

temporarily marking every 

other row in the sanctuary as 

“Do Not Sit.” You may need to 

move from your normal spot 

and we ask that you only share 

the open rows with your 

family. We know that isn’t 

always possible so, if you sit 

with others, we ask that you sit 

at the end of the rows when 

possible.  

11. Extra tissue boxes and trash 

receptacles will be available 

throughout the building. Please 

use and dispose immediately 

after use.  

12. We will be removing the pew 

Bibles and Hymnals from the 

rows for disinfecting and not 

replacing them during these 

restrictions.  

13. With the hymnals removed 

from the rows, we will use the 

screens/monitors for the words 

to hymns and rituals. Anyone 

wishing to have music, there 

will be copies of the weekly 

hymns available at the 

entrances. 

14. We will continue the use of the 

pre-packaged juice and wafers 

for communion at least through 

July and then look at 

alternative methods of sharing 

communion until we can be 

safe with the intinction method 

again.  

15. While not requiring anyone to 

do so, we strongly urge all in 

attendance to wear a mask 

while inside the building. We 

have many older generation 

members who are more at risk 

and we want to make the 

surroundings as safe as 

possible for every person in 

attendance. Hopefully, you can 

bring your own, but if not, the 

church is having some cloth 

masks made. If you use one of 

these, please take it home with 

you for reuse. They are 

washable as needed.  

16. We will not be passing the 

offering plate during services. 

We will have the plates placed 

near the doors for you to drop 

in your offering. Remember 

that we now offer on-line 

giving so you can eliminate the 

handling of envelopes, checks, 

and extra cash. You can set up 

an auto payment weekly, 

monthly, or use as a one time 

payment. It is safe and easy to 

do once you establish an 

account. This is a time when 

we need you to remember your 

tithes and offerings to your 

church as our reserves are 

dwindling due to a lack of 

services. In addition, money 

counters will be supplied with 

continued on page 5 
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hand sanitizer and requested to 

maintain proper distancing 

when counting. We urge those 

counters to use all precautions 

necessary when handling the 

money and envelopes (i.e. 

avoiding licking of fingers 

before counting checks or 

cash.) 

17. Ushers will be available before 

the service to assist with 

reminding and offering of 

masks, helping you to locate 

the hand sanitizer, and pointing 

out the offering drop. They 

will not be handing out the 

bulletins or hymn handouts but 

can show you the location to 

pick one up. 

18. Restrooms are small and until 

Phase 3 of opening, we ask that 

no more than 1 person at a time 

use the facilities. Disinfectant 

wipes will be made available to 

wipe down door handles and 

surfaces. 

19. A checklist for safe food 

handling is posted in the 

kitchen for anyone using those 

facilities. We ask that you 

follow all recommendations 

when preparing or serving 

food. 

20. Normal office hours have 

resumed as of Monday, May 4, 

2020 but we ask that you call 

for an appointment before 

stopping in. The doors may be 

locked during office hours so 

calling is necessary to ensure 

entry. 

21. In-home and hospital visits 

will be limited to a phone call, 

Zoom visit, or prayer chain 

requests. Anyone wishing a 

virtual visit should call the 

church office to request a call 

or prayer. Do not assume 

someone is aware of your 

need. Due to any possible 

health risk to our staff and/or 

the patient, there will not be 

any physical visitation until 

restrictions are lifted for 

hospital visitation. 

22. Adult Sunday School classes 

may meet if social distancing is 

observed but we strongly urge 

those to consider your 

surroundings before deciding. 

Pre-school class through 

Senior High Teens will not 

meet and we appreciate your 

patience as we phase back into 

those younger classes in the 

future. 

We expect and prayerfully hope 

these changes are for a short 

period of time but the 

recommendations will remain in 

place until more restrictions are 

lifted and we are confident on 

establishing a “new normal” for 

our church. It is important to 

remember that WE are the 

church and not the building.  
Communicate with friends and 

family to help those in need of 

assistance, especially the older 

members of our community. We 

are responsible for the ministry 

of the church and we need you 

more than ever to pray, care, 

and support your local church 

and her family. Consider 

encouragement of others by 

positive messages, cards, or 

calls. More than ever during this 

occurrence, we need to be the 

hands and feet of Christ. Thanks 

for your understanding and 

cooperation! 
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June  
Birthdays/Anniversaries 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

  1  2  3 

Jack & 

Marta 

Toomey 

 4 

Dick & 

Helen 

Taylor 

 5 

Dana Price 

 6 

Carleigh 

Ross 

             

7 

Dennis 

Lotz 

Vic Hurley 

 8 

Bill Forsyth 

John & Kira 

Klinger 

 9 

 

 10 

Brody 

Gross 

Michele 

Ricker 

Olivia 

Voress 

 11 

Dana Bales 

Sandy Lotz 

 12 

Joshua 

Valentine 

 13 

Bryan & 

Lori 

Wahrer 

Ray & 

Nancy 

Valentine 

Colin 

Christler 

             

14 

 

Flag Day 

 15  16 

Trenton 

Mann 

Tom Suttles 

 17 

Bud & 

Emily 

Allison 

Dan Akers  

Ed & Ricki 

Maxwell 

 18 

Jane 

Klopfenstein 

 19  20 

             

21 

 

Fathers 

Day 

 22 

Kathy Smith 

Dennis & 

Eileen Lotz 

Nick & 

Daleen Braun 

 23  24  25 

Sharon 

Zimpfer 

 26  27 

             

28 

Roy & 

Sandy 

Shuff 

 29  30  31 
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